A MEMORIAL  VOLUME  OF  1805 


Sermons,  by  the  Rev.  George  Goldie,  late  minister  at  Athelstaneford. 
Edin.  1805.  8 vo,  288  pp.,  of  which  a List  of  Subscribers  occupies 

pp.  221-288.  A short  biography  is  prefixed. 

Although  their  names  do  not  appear  in  it,  this  volume  was  issued 
under  the  editorship  of  Rev.  George  Hamilton,  D.D.,  Gladsmuir,  and  Rev. 
Andrew  Johnstone,  Saltoun,  for  the  benefit  of  Goldie’s  widow  and  sixteen 
children.  Goldie,  who  was  born  in  1748,  died  in  February  1804.  In 
the  preface  the  editors  declare  that  the  sermons,  “ composed  for  the 
instruction  of  a country  congregation,  were  never  intended  for  the 
public  eye  ; they  had  not  received  the  last  corrections  of  their  author  ; 
and  nothing  but  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case  could  warrant 
their  appearance.”  They  add  that  they  trust  readers  “ will  make  every 
reasonable  allowance  for  the  imperfections  of  the  work.” 

A different  complexion,  however,  is  given  to  the  authorship  of  the 
book  by  the  recent  publication  of  a manuscript  note  which  Hamilton 
inserted  in  his  own  copy.  “ Our  friend,”  he  says,  “ had  been  very 
industrious.  He  left  behind  him  a copious  store  of  MS.  sermons,  but 
for  very  solid  reasons  we  could  make  no  use  of  any  of  them.  A.  J., 
therefore,  and  I,  who  at  the  request  of  Mrs  Goldie  and  the  friends  of 
the  family  had  undertaken  the  charge  of  this  publication,  were  under 
the  necessity  of  furnishing  or  procuring  original  discourses  in  the  best 
manner  we  could.”  They  accordingly  applied  to  clerical  friends.  Among 
those  who  responded  were  Carlyle  of  Inveresk,  who  sent  three  sermons, 
and  Dr  Brown  of  Tranent,  who  sent  two,  the  latter  complying  with 
“ bad  grace.”  The  editors  added  five  of  their  own.  “ Carlyle’s  sermons 
were  on  ‘ The  Spirituality  of  the  Divine  Nature  ’ and  ‘ On  a Conscience 
Void  of  Offence,’  the  latter  topic  serving  for  two  discourses.  They  add 
to  the  small  number  of  his  printed  sermons,”  says  the  reporter  of  the 
existence  of  the  note. 

The  volume  had  a large  sale,  the  subscribers’  list  numbering  over 
1700  names.  Several  took  more  than  one  copy  and  the  two  baronets, 
to  whom  the  volume  was  dedicated  by  the  widow,  ordered  300  between 
them.  The  profits  amounted  to  about  £900.  Is  there  any  case  parallel 
to  this  ? 1 

1 Glasgow  Herald,  Oct.  18,  1919.  See  also  Scott’s  Fasti  Eccles.  Scot.,  I.  321. 
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